
it will be a thrill of a night 

again! And girls, do not forget 

to practice your cheerleading 

skills for your team!! Or if 

you want, join a football 

team... In any case, since we 

offer a sports week, yet ano-

ther sport will be on the 

agenda: Badminton! We ex-

pect you to join in large num-

bers, to have fun in being 

sportive. But do not forget to 

register in time! 

Before starting to read this 

newsletter with all your ea-

ger, do not forget to vote in 

our poll concerning the JOSS 

office! 

See you 

soon!  

Hello again! 

This year seems a special 

year, of course with the year 

of Statistics that is to be cele-

brated. Nice activities to co-

me for this event, giving op-

portunities to meet with 

others! But that is by far not 

the only point, I guess each of 

you has noticed the tempera-

ture. Imagine! This year it was 

almost a green Christmas (or 

at least not so white), but in 

return we almost had a white 

Easter... strange things seem 

to be going on. But this last 

few days some sun seems to 

be appearing. So together 

with each of you I am hoping 

for nice weather to come. It 

will give a boost to the enthu-

siasm of people, we can enjoy 

the sun and feel happy, even 

with works in the back of our 

minds ;) 

But, just in case you feel it 

remains to cold, or because 

you love nostalgy, we offer 

you again this newsletter, 

reflecting on past activities! 

With a variety of events that 

took place, cultural, such as 

the city trip to Köln, or 

sports when people went for 

ice skating. Or a little longer 

ago many of you attended 

enthousiastically the End-of-

Exams-party! It was for sure 

an enjoyable night, seeing the 

smiles on your faces! We 

were glad you came and en-

joyed even though the wea-

ther wasn’t the best to come 

out of your room, very brave 

of you ;) 

Well, looking ahead, the an-

nual football competition is 

approaching. Hopefully the 

teams are preparing, so that 
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We have a new office! 
In J-block, you can find the new JOSS room.  Since this is OUR (all JOSS members) room, fill in 
the poll (http://www.easypolls.net/poll.html?p=516baadfe4b090005f2d08ce) to let us know 
what we should do with it.  
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“In the end, each 

life is no more than 

the sum of contingent 

facts, a chronicle of 

chance intersections, 

of flukes, of random 

events that divulge 

nothing but their own 

lack of purpose.“ 

- Paul Auster  

Maria Cristina Mingala  
1st-Year ICP Biostatisics 

Student Corner 

A cyclical system of researches, homework, presentations, deadlines just 
to name a few 

Everyday seems everything is on the line 
Not to mention both oral and written examinations that set the climax 

At the end of every class semester; you are surely a drained tea cup. 
 

Oh yes! Indeed, a similar plot of every students’ life  
Setting of one’s’ study habit or else you will be off track  

Strive even harder and  never to be discouraged 
And even before  knowing  it, your degree is on the rack. 

 
But before that promising event 

That moment that will shoot you somewhere nearer the peak 
Myriad of times you'll be befuddled, bewildered 

Hold on, wait a second, what am I here for? 
 

In these days of home sickness, confusion and uncertainty 
Have patience, assessment of conscience and core realignment  

Learn how to dance with life's perplexity 
Recall and uphold with life’s inspiration 

 
Every student's finest moment may occur in strange circumstances 

Initial feeling of loneliness, and unwillingness 
Will definitely become tears of happiness and fulfillment 

While holding in the right hand, a rolled white paper 
Quoting your name as a graduate of Hasselt University. 

Did you know? 
 

• You can join us on facebook (group: JOSS - students, staff and alumni of master in 
statistics) to upload and download pictures, share stories etc. 

 

• Graduates of 2012 who want to stay member of JOSS have to send an e-

mail to joss@uhasselt.be.  

• This year, 2013, is the 
 

At the End of the Day 

Contributions about anything under the sun from students... 

J O S S  N E W S L E T T E R  



 City Trip: Cologne, Germany 
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Let's just say winter mornings 

have never been easy for me. 

Getting out of bed is simply a 

trial! Well, this particular one 

saw me being the last person to 

arrive at the bus stop for our 

city trip to Koln, Germany and 

that earned me the 'honor' of 

writing about the trip for the 

JOSS newsletter. I had always 

wanted to visit Germany be-

cause, for some strange reason, 

I had never heard of anyone say 

anything nice about this coun-

try. It was always, rude, arro-

gant people, the Nazis, World 

war, name it. This made want 

to really go and see this place 

and its people for myself.  So 

here was the chance thanks to 

the International Office. 

It is about 8:40 am and we set 

off from Hasselt station. On the 

bus, you can hear vibrant con-

versations in all languages and 

suddenly, these students from 

Jordan break into song…it is 

such a relaxed journey! Around 

11:00am we finally arrive in 

Koln (or Cologne depending on 

which language you speak) and 

it is crazy cold. We split into 3 

groups and are assigned tour 

guides. For my group, a cheerful 

lady named Angella took us 

around explaining the history of 

all the magnificent places the 

first being the famous cathedral 

which took about 600 years to 

build. As you can imagine, over 

6 centuries, the original design 

could not be implemented ex-

actly. At some point after the 

project not being complete 

after about 300 years, because 

of the war, some people 

thought the whole thing should 

just be brought down but fortu-

nately others thought it would 

be a good landmark for their 

city. So work continued but 

mainly not as a religious cathe-

dral but more of a cultural her-

itage and a tourist attraction 

center.  

Then there was the modern art 

museum and the German-

Romano archeological museum 

that is currently under construc-

tion. What is intriguing about 

this museum is that the original 

underground buildings are still 

intact from the 11th century. 

This was actually someone’s 

house but unfortunately the 

owner is not known. Part of his 

very big dining room with nice 

designs is still in place. 

From the archeological museum 

we then strolled through the 

small old roman streets. At this 

point it is about -4 degrees and 

most of us can’t help but com-

plain of the cold. Our tour guide 

(continued on next page...) 

T h e  f a m o u s  C o l o g n e  C a t h e d r a l  

“In Germany 

we don’t have 

bad weather, 

we have bad 

clothes”  

Geraldine Agiraembabazi, 

2nd-Year Biostatistics 
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“I have found a 

fragrance that 

reminds me of an 

Italian spring 

morning, of 

mountain daffodils 

and orange 

blossoms after the 

rain.” 

-  Giovanni Maria 

Farina   

City Trip cont... 

Angella, overhears and says, ” 

In Germany we don’t have bad 

weather, we have bad clothes” 

and am thinking, “Wow!, 

great attitude!”. She goes on 

to tell us that the people of 

Cologne say that they are 

“not made of sugar”. They are 

brought up to be very tough 

and hard working.  

We made a stop at a beer 

house. The city of Koln/

Cologne is known for being a 

beer city. The residents boast 

of the only language that also a 

drink...yes, Kolsch is both the 

beer and the language spoken 

in this city. Angella tells us of 

the popular “Jacobs”, the 

waiters who wear a peculiar 

blue apron and will refill your 

beer glass whether you have 

asked or not. Covering your 

glass with a small table mat is 

a signal that you have had 

enough. We are told that 

when you ask for mineral 

water, they ask if you also 

need soap (as to wash your 

hands) which comes off as 

rude to strangers but is actu-

ally meant to be a joke since 

you are in a beer house! 

Finally we reach the Fra-

grance Museum in the Farina-

Haus Cologne. We rush in 

relieved of the cold and glad 

to enter a warm place. This is 

the birth place of Eau de Co-

logne, the famous fragrance 

invented by Johann Maria 

Farina in the 1709 simply for 

pure luxury.  About 50 imita-

tions were made thereafter 

one of which is the 4711 

which is actually more popu-

lar than the original Farina, 

thanks to better 

marketing tech-

niques. You may 

w o n d e r  w h y 

”4711”, well that is 

simply the house 

number where this 

perfume was being 

made! 

As we get out, we pass by the 

old town and then back to 

the cathedral where the tour 

guide leaves us on our own. 

We enter the cathedral which 

is so magnificent on the inside 

and there are 533 steps/stairs 

to the top where one can 

view the whole city.  For 

some, the thought of 30 

minutes of steps is simply 

improbable!. I manage to go 

all the steps up to the top and 

back…great experience, i 

must say. The other place 

that some people managed to 

visit was the great bridge. 

Now, this isn’t your ordinary 

bridge. It is a huge bridge on 

the river Rhine where you 

can view the city from the 

water side but more interest-

ingly,  

 

(continued on next page...) 

J O S S  N E W S L E T T E R  
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And of course, for those of us 

that love to shop, we look out 

for the nice shopping malls. This 

brings us to the popular shop-

ping streets like the schilder-

Gasse. Though the chain stores 

are familiar, the prices are defi-

nitely not the same and we 

manage to grab a few items. It is 

now 4:30pm and we are all 

gathering where our bus has 

been packed. 5:00pm sharp, we 

start our journey back to Has-

selt having had such a wonder-

ful day and me with a totally 

changed mind about Germany 

(there a lot of good things!). 

Thanks again to the internation-

al office, most especially Marc 

Thoelen for organizing these 

city trips.  

there are like a million small 

multi-colored padlocks hanging 

on the side of the bridge put 

there by lovers to “seal their 

love”. The story is that they 

lock them and throw the keys 

in the river. If later one wants 

out, he/she is supposed to find 

the key and unlock the padlock!   

City Trip cont... 

Realistic Assumptions? Statistical jokes... 

“Accordingly, 

the poet should 

prefer probable 

impossibilities 

to improbable 

possibilities.”  

- Aristotle 
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End of Exams Party 

 All’s well that ends well, 

no single phrase can best 

summarize my experiences 

of my first semester in my 

first year. The semester 

had been characterized 

with both good and bad 

times, from travelling, 

meeting new friends, to 

losing my way around more 

times than I could count, 

and then there was the 

bustle of assignments, 

home works, projects and 

exams. Exams, it seemed 

there was never enough 

time to prepare for those, 

in no time the exams had 

come and gone.  

Now there was one more 

event left to look forward 

to, the end of year exam 

party, I had been to a num-

ber of parties in Belgium 

before but I wasn’t sure 

how this particular one 

would turn out. The day of 

the party was particularly 

cold because it was still 

winter, but that had not 

dampened the mood be-

cause the turnout was high. 

The high turnout also came 

as a surprise to me because 

the party had been planned 

at a time when the campus 

resembles a ghost town, 

most students leave for 

their homes every Friday 

evening. This particular 

Friday things were different, 

I supposed that was a sign 

the night was going to be a 

memorable one.  

A lot of things were in store 

for me that day, first there 

were the pizza and drinks (no 

Belgian party is complete 

without those), the interac-

tion between ourselves ( it 

was one of those few times 

when I met my colleagues and 

we didn’t discuss home 

works, books or projects ) 

then the games, singing and 

dancing.  

(continued on next page...) 

J O S S  N E W S L E T T E R  

Lazaro Mwakesi 
1st-Year ICP Biostatisics 
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 One of the things that stood 

out for me was the games; I 

remember two specifically be-

cause they made quite an im-

pression on me. There was the 

quiz games, (if you find it odd 

that someone might consider 

answering questions a way of 

celebrating the end of exams, 

you are not alone, I thought the 

same too)  

 The quizzes were fun, they 

were very competitive, all the 

teams tried all antics to out-

smart each other in order to 

win. There was also where is 

Waldo, a game in which one is 

supposed to find a guy (Waldo) 

hidden in a crowd on a huge 

screen on the wall, one of the 

iconic pictures of the party cap-

tures the time when everybody 

in the party was staring at the 

wall trying to find Waldo. For 

those of us who were color 

blind or short 

sighted, it was 

no easy task.  

One of the things you get from 

attending a party with people 

from different countries is that 

you get to interact with differ-

ent cultures, there was songs 

and dances from different parts 

of the world, those of us who 

could not dance, had the option 

of standing on the sidelines and 

getting entertained, I did 

occasionally join in and 

try a few moves but that 

is a story for another day.  

As usual, time flies when 

you are having fun and 

time for the end of the 

party came sooner rather 

than later, the evening had ex-

ceeded my expectations. I could 

not ask for a better ending to 

my semester. When I got 

home. I found some of my col-

leagues standing in the dormito-

ry hallway looking rather bored, 

I remember thinking, do I have 

a story for you!  

“I could not ask 

for a better 

ending to my 

semester. ” 

 

W h e r e  i s  W a l d o ? ? ?  
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“… events like 

this are a 

paradise on 

earth for me..”  

World Evening 
This year, was the second 

time that I got to partici-

pate in the World Evening 

program at UHasselt. 

From previous experi-

ence, this year it was a 

much bigger event, with 

so many countries partici-

pating, and also a lot of 

support from visitors who 

had come to enjoy the 

international feel. Luckily 

we also had the fortune of 

good weather, which is a 

rarity in Belgium. Unlike 

previous years, this year’s 

part ic ipat ion spread 

across students from five 

continents making it mas-

sive. The overall pleasure 

that an educational institu-

tion can bring together 

people of different cul-

tures, traditions and lan-

guages, and also give stu-

dents a chance to share it 

with each other is great. 

 As for myself, being a 

foodie, I made sure to 

taste food of every kind 

possible, as well as the 

drinks too, and events like 

this are a paradise on 

earth for me. I thereby 

started early, so that 

things would not get over, 

by the time I finish serving 

my own country’s delica-

cies, and then have time 

for the remaining. The 

Balkan delicacies consist-

ing of Greek mousaka, 

and the Turkish sarma, 

alongside with the Ger-

man bakery products, and 

the Vietnamese spring 

rolls, and ending with Mo-

roccan mint tea were the 

best of the lot for me. 

(continued on next page...) 

J O S S  N E W S L E T T E R  

Abhishek Bakuli 
2nd-Year ICP Biostatisics 
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Not only was the food amazing, there 

were workshops and dance sessions for 

people to enjoy the evening, after a good 

meal. There was the salsa training, which I 

think was the most popular workshop, 

and everyone looked so enthusiastic 

about participating , even though it’s new 

for most of them. 

Finally, it was again, a day to end with 

desserts, including the Turkish 

tea, the Ethiopian coffee, and the 

Belgian chocolate cake. Also 

another special thing of this year 

was that, there was a winner 

country announced, by a voting 

system in terms of popularity of 

the best food served, and I was 

happy that my country India 

could win it. It was a pleasurable 

token of appreciation for our 

efforts, and the Indian apprecia-

tion of the finer things in life. Hopefully, in 

the coming days, people will be able to 

enjoy more of the Indian spicy food deli-

cacies at the UHasselt cafeteria. 
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Ice Skating 
The JOSS team always ar-

ranges activities for the in-

ternational student commu-

nity. The event, Ice Skating 

activity on 21st Mach, 2013 

was full of fun. We all assem-

bled at Agora Building at 

1330 hours armed with 

gloves, scarf, winter jackets 

and our student cards - the 

only ticket of access the Ice 

Skating premises. On arrival, 

we all checked in and then it 

was time to get the attire 

and the skating shoes. Sur-

prisingly, to some, it was 

hard to balance with the 

wedged shoes. But the team 

was determined for the day’s 

event. 

 For the newcomers, it was 

time to know how to use 

the railing to get used to ice-

skating: It was not easy I tell 

you, some fell, however, all 

sojourned on till one could 

release the rail for a minute 

or two. It was really encour-

aging to many to at least 

stand independently. A 

sound of encouragement 

from an expert could be 

heard ‘kudos’. The kids in 

training and those ice skating 

really challenged many of us. 

The trainers, quick, moder-

ate and slow learners all 

intertwined together made 

the event a success. Talent 

bit the ice and the unfolding 

events left many crackling, 

speechless or voiceless. 

Many of the team members 

started to ice skate again, 

the light feeling in my stom-

ach made me smile the en-

tire period, because, many 

of us made mistakes and 

down we either touched ice 

or fell half-way or fell flat on 

ice. The photos tell it all.  

Some of us had un-

coordinated ice-skating clas-

ses. However, all worked 

wonders because the way 

some of the team mem-

bers gained speed, power 

and control of legs and 

bodies was amazing. The 

feeling that one can take-

off freely and no-one can 

reach him/her in a short 

while was really thrilling. 

The group photo summed 

up the event – all tired, 

sweating but all happy of 

the relaxing activity of the 

day, we all said Hurrah! 

And the day was a suc-

cess. 

To the trainers who as-

sisted willfully and volun-

tarily, I want to say on 

behalf of all the learners: 

Thank you. 

Paul Kithikii Musingila 

2nd-Year ICP Biostatistics 

J O S S  N E W S L E T T E R  

“We only had a 

limited time but 

we were really 

thankful that 

we had this 

challenging but 

fun-filled 

activity. “ 
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http://www.uhasselt.be/UH/

censtat/JOSS 

And join us on facebook! 

JOSS Item Collection of Censtat 
 

I can give you warmth, I'm 

round and I have one ear (that 

gets pulled a lot). 

Yep, I'm the JOSS coffee mug. 

You can use me to drink some-

thing, to show off with the nice 

"CENSTAT" logo on my belly, 

or just as a souvenir of your 

nice stay in Belgium. And this 

for only 5 euro. 

So, if you want to buy me, 

please hurry to Thomas, room C12. I will be waiting for you.  

 

The printed CenStat t-shirts 

with the CenStat logo and 

"Ten reasons to be a Statisti-

cian" are now available. For a 

very cheap price of 10 euro, 

you can avail of a high quality 

tee, and, not to mention, a 

nice souvenir from your days 

at UHasselt. You can pur-

chase your t-shirt at room D3 (see Leen, Chella or Kathy) .  

Keep 

in 

mind... 


